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The highlight of the bisexual year!
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JULY
28-31 July 2011
Torquay - Pride Torbay
Saturday 30 July 2011
Norwich Pride
Saturday 30 July 2011
Nottingham Pride
AUGUST
5-7 August 2011





Waterford Pride
Saturday 6 August 2011




Liverpool Pride
Saturday 6 August 2011 tbc
Swindon Pride
Saturday 6 August 2011
Cotswald Pride – Cheltenham

Saturday 6 August 2011
Stoke Pride
Saturday 6 August 2011 tbc
Aberdeen Pride
Sunday 7 August 2011 tbc
Leeds Pride
Saturday 13 August 2011
Brighton and Hove Gay Pride - Parade and park party

Sunday 14 August 2011 tbc
Wakefield Pride
19-29 August 2011
Manchester Pride - Fringe Festival
Saturday 30 July 2011
Hull Pride
Saturday 30 July 2011
York Pride
Sunday 31 July 2011
Huddersfield Pink Picnic
Saturday 20 August 2011
UK Black Pride - London

Saturday 20 August 2011 tbc
Derby Goes Pink
Saturday 20 August 2011
Doncaster Pride
24-28 August 2011
Foyle Pride - North West Northern Ireland

26-29 August 2011
Manchester Gay Pride
26-28 August 2011
Kilkenny's Gay Pride - Ireland

Saturday 27 August 2011
Manchester Gay Pride - Parade

Saturday 27 August 2011
Cornwall Gay Pride - Truro

29-30 August 2011
lgbt-expofest.com - London


SEPTEMBER
1-4 September 2011
BiCon Bisexual Convention - Leicester

2-4 September 2011
Scarborough Pride
Saturday 3 September 2011
Leicester Pride
Saturday 3 September 2011
Cardiff-Wales L&G Mardi Gras
Saturday 3 September 2011
Reading Pride
Sunday 4 September 2011
Barnsley Gay Pride

Sunday 4 September 2011
Essex Pride - Chelmsford Gay Pride
Saturday 10 September 2011
Grimsby Pride
Saturday 10 September 2011
Limerick Pride - Ireland

Saturday 17 September 2011
Alternative Families Show - London

Sunday 25 September 2011
Sunderland Pride
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Unison elects lesbian as new vice-president





Maureen Le Marinel, the branch secretary for Unison’s Lancashire Police branch, has replaced Eleanor Smith as vice-president, becoming the first lesbian to hold the position.





Maureen first got involved with unions after suffering homophobic discrimination at the hands of an employer in the mid 1980s.  Making a statement on her appointment she said: “Throughout my life, fairness has always been key. Unison is not a banging on the table type of union – we want to find a fair and reasonable solution that is best for everyone.”





LAGIP would like to take this opportunity to offer our congratulations to Maureen.  We see this appointment as a positive demonstration of Unison’s commitment to diversity and fairness.








Transgender Survey





Lynn Featherstone, Minister for Equalities recently praised as ‘overwhelming’ the response to the Equalities Office’s first transgender survey.  They received over 1,275 responses from people between the ages of 14 and 82, making it the biggest trans survey conducted in the UK.





The information provided will help shape the Government transgender-equality action plan, due to be published at the end of this year.





Some of the findings of the survey are:





Nearly half of respondents felt that delays in treatment were the greatest challenge to good health





												Continued overleaf
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Half of respondents thought GPs were doing an excellent or good job in addressing health needs.





Half of respondents felt teachers lack the tools to tackle bullying of gender variant children in schools.





18% of those who responded considered themselves disabled.





Difficulty in gaining and retaining employment and employers’ lack of awareness of transgender issues were considered the most important challenges that transgender people face.





Sadly, the link provided ‘for more information’ in their press release doesn’t work, however if you would like to know more you can contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:transgender@geo.gsi.gov.uk" ��transgender@geo.gsi.gov.uk�. 
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GALOP’s � HYPERLINK "http://www.galop.org.uk/projects/shine-galop/shining-the-light-resource/" \o "Permanent Link to ‘Shining The Light’ Resource" �‘Shining The Light’ Trans Resource�





The first resource from the Shine @ Galop project is now available.  It is called ‘Shining The Light: 10 Keys To Becoming A Trans Positive Organisation’.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.galop.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/final-shine-report-low-res-1.jpg" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.galop.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/final-shine-report-low-res-1-300x211.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





Drawing on the research and responses to the Shine project over the past two years of engagement amongst trans spectrum people, this resource is aimed at LGBT and mainstream organisations who want to make their organisation truly inclusive for trans people.  





A comprehensive 100 page document, it examines a wide range of challenges and gives clearly defined practical suggestions on how to make your organisation more trans-inclusive - from employment practices and terminology, to projects, services and lobbying work.





There are a limited number of printed copies of the resource, however in order to remain green and help keep costs down people are encouraged to download a PDF version in the first instance.  





If you do require a printed version please contact Ben Gooch at benjamin.gooch@galop.org.uk or 020 7704 6767.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.galop.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/final-shine-report-low-res.pdf" �DOWNLOAD PDF HERE� NB. this is not a ‘printer friendly’ document.  If you want to print this out you are advised to print it out greyscale via your printer options.








Tell us what you think!








We want LAGIP to be an accountable staff association that genuinely reflects the views of you, its members.  To this end, we want to know what you think about a whole range of stuff, including:





What do you want from your regional coordinator?  Are there things they could be involved with that they’re currently missing out on?  What do you see as the priorities for LAGIP at the present time?  Is there anything we’re not paying attention to that you think we should?  Is there anything we spend too much time on?





We want to start a discussion with you about the future of LAGIP but we need your help to do it.  We have set up a discussion page on � HYPERLINK "http://www.my-communities.co.uk/secure/mycommunity.php?action=group&group=23&expand=8&topicexpand=1241" ��My Communities� and a discussion thread on � HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/pages/Lagip/167194353321102" ��our Facebook page� as well.





BiCon





Leicester 1st – 4th September 





BiCon is an annual long-weekend gathering for bisexual people, their friends, partners and anyone with a supportive interest in bisexuality.  This year it will be held at the University of Leicester’s Oadby Campus.





There are discussion groups and activities all day and social space and entertainment in the evening.  Most people choose to stay on the on-site accommodation but there are options for registration only or 1 day tickets.





BiCon is a community event run entirely by volunteers and aims to be accessible to everyone who would like to attend.  Ticket prices are on a sliding scale (based on your income) with day tickets available from £10 for those without a job.





This year’s BiCon will be the 29th conference/convention for bisexuals in the UK organised entirely by volunteers.  It also starts on the 30th anniversary of the launch of the London Bisexual Group – the first of many bi groups in the UK – and a special party is due to be held to celebrate this.





For more information please check out � HYPERLINK "http://bicon2011.org.uk/" �http://bicon2011.org.uk/�.





Contact Us





Chair						Amanda Watts		� HYPERLINK "mailto:chair@lagip.org.uk" ��chair@lagip.org.uk� 


Vice Chair					Sam Newbould		� HYPERLINK "mailto:samuel.newbould@lagip.org.uk" ��samuel.newbould@lagip.org.uk�


National Coordinator			Richard Beavis		� HYPERLINK "mailto:richard.beavis@lagip.org.uk" ��richard.beavis@lagip.org.uk� 





Eastern Coordinator			Ann Rowe			� HYPERLINK "mailto:ann.rowe@lagip.org.uk" ��ann.rowe@lagip.org.uk� 


London Coordinator			Sean Chapman		� HYPERLINK "mailto:sean.chapman@lagip.org.uk" ��sean.chapman@lagip.org.uk�  


Midlands Coordinator			Margaret Sinclair		� HYPERLINK "mailto:margaret.sinclair@lagip.org.uk" ��margaret.sinclair@lagip.org.uk� 


North Eastern Coordinator		TBC 


North Western Coordinator		Helen Dale			� HYPERLINK "mailto:helen.dale@lagip.org.uk" ��helen.dale@lagip.org.uk� 


South Eastern Coordinator		Clare Saunders		� HYPERLINK "mailto:clare.saunders@lagip.org.uk" ��clare.saunders@lagip.org.uk� 


South Western Coordinator		VACANT	 


Wales Coordinator				Diarmuid Mulligan		� HYPERLINK "mailto:diarmuid.mulligan@lagip.org.uk" ��diarmuid.mulligan@lagip.org.uk� 





General Enquiries								� HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@lagip.org.uk" ��admin@lagip.org.uk� 








Goodbye and hello





It’s with some sadness that we must say goodbye to our London coordinator Niki Aquilina.  





Her shoes as London coordinator have been filled by Sean Chapman (pictured right).





Sean has worked for probation for 2 and-a-half years and has also just taken over as the London NAPO LGB&T rep.





Sean can be contacted by email on � HYPERLINK "mailto:sean.chapman@lagip.org.uk" ��sean.chapman@lagip.org.uk�.














Sean Chapman:  Here to help you.





Come Out & Play 2011


Cardiff City Hall 31 August – 2 September


Come Out & Play is the LGBT Excellence Centre’s annual conference and exhibition.  Launching this year, the conference aims to become the UK’s premier LGBT event attracting more than 1000 professionals over its four days.





The conference audience will include senior level professionals from the voluntary sector, local authorities, NHS, government officials, businesses, journalists, broadcasters, politicians, athletes, SMEs and the media.


 


This year Come Out & Play will feature six key events:





� HYPERLINK "http://lgbtexcellencecentre.ning.com/page/1st-international-lgbt-human-1" \t "_self" �1st International LGBT Human Rights Summit in the UK� - 31 August and 1 September


� HYPERLINK "http://lgbtexcellencecentre.ning.com/page/lgbt-health-summit" \t "_self" ��� HYPERLINK "http://lgbtexcellencecentre.ning.com/page/lgbt-leadership-summit" �1st International LGBT Leadership Summit� - 2 September


� HYPERLINK "http://lgbtexcellencecentre.ning.com/page/lgbt-health-summit" \t "_self" ��� HYPERLINK "http://lgbtexcellencecentre.ning.com/page/lgbt-leadership-summit" ��� HYPERLINK "http://lgbtexcellencecentre.ning.com/page/lgbt-health-summit-2011" \t "_self" �6th LGBT Health Summit� - 1 and 2 September


Transgender Citizens Jury - 31 August to 2 September


� HYPERLINK "http://lgbtexcellencecentre.ning.com/page/business-networking-zone" \t "_self" �Business Networking Zone� - 31 August to 2 September


� HYPERLINK "http://lgbtexcellencecentre.ning.com/page/the-international-lgbt" \t "_self" �LGBT JobsFair� - 31 August to 2 September


�


During the four days of the conference there will also be an exhibitors space for LGBT Organisations and sponsors of the event and an array of other events surrounding the conferences (underscored items link to web pages):





� HYPERLINK "http://www.cardiffmardigras.co.uk/" ��Cardiff Mardi Gras�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cardiffmardigras.co.uk/" ��Film Festival


LGBT Youth Meetings


Sporting events


� HYPERLINK "http://lgbtexcellencecentre.ning.com/page/equality-gala-dinner-1" \t "_self" �Equality Gala Dinner�


Parties
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Breaking the Cycle – Government’s Response Disappoints





Back in December 2010 the Government put out a Green Paper, Breaking the Cycle, inviting responses to the Government’s plans to free offenders from the cycle of crime.





LAGIP � HYPERLINK "http://www.lagip.com/BTC.Response.28.02.2011.doc" ��submitted a response� to this Green Paper raising a number of points about the proposed reforms from an LGB&T perspective and highlighting potential differential impacts on LGB&T individuals.  Of particular concern to LAGIP was a lack of research into the experiences of LGB&T offenders and victims and how this leaves practitioners on their own, effectively struggling to develop their own ‘best practise’ in the resulting vacuum. 





Not only did the Government’s response to this consultation disappoint in terms of addressing our points but it turns out LAGIP was excluded from a specific diversity consultation event in February as well as an associated equality questionnaire.  Given that we’re an internal LGB&T organisation funded by NOMS, we find this oversight a little hard to fathom.  





Key failings from our point of view are:





Neither the absence of research evidence into the experiences of LGB&T offenders and victims nor the need to address this shortcoming are acknowledged


Equality Impact Assessment lumps sexual orientation in with the “other protected characteristics” category, failing to identify or address specific needs


Domestic Violence was seen as an issue to be addressed only for women as victims, once again ignoring same sex domestic abuse and transgendered victims.


Our views and contributions on disproportionate impacts appear to have been wilfully ignored – the Government’s response repeatedly makes the assertion that “we are unable to rule out any disproportionate impact, although representative organisations did not raise any additional concerns during the consultation.”





LAGIP will be writing to Ken Clarke to express our concerns and dissatisfaction and we will keep you updated as to how this develops.
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